Statement by Barry Andrews TD, Minister for Children and Youth Affairs on Vietnam and Intercountry Adoption, June 12th, 2009

As you know, I informed the representative adoptive groups over three weeks ago that the Irish Government had officially written to the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to request an interim international adoption agreement.  The Irish Government awaits a response from the Vietnamese authorities on the interim agreement.  The request is now a matter for the Vietnamese Government and as such it would be improper for the Irish Government to seek to influence or interfere with this decision making process.  However, my officials are in constant contact with the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Embassy on the ground in Hanoi.  

I have been informed by the Vietnamese Government that Helping Hands’ mediation license has been revoked.  The Government had requested that the mediation license for Helping Hands be suspended rather than revoked in light of ongoing discussions on a bilateral agreement.  In the absence of an intercountry adoption agreement, the Vietnamese Government was not in a position to make any exception to the granting of a license to Helping Hands. As a consequence, 20 applications, which are currently in Hanoi, will be returned to the applicants.  These applicants were not given referrals before the May 1st deadline.  This is obviously disappointing news for all concerned.

The reinstatement of the Helping Hands license is necessary to facilitate adoptions from Vietnam.  The Irish Government is actively trying to establish the status of the request for an interim agreement and the associated licensing requirements.  I have spoken to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Micheál Martin, T.D., and he has spoken to the Vietnamese Authorities this afternoon and asked for their assistance in facilitating an interim agreement.      

As I stated back in May, the purpose of providing for an interim agreement is to allow the necessary time and space to conclude discussions on the text of the bilateral agreement already under consideration.  That remains the priority and all expert opinion suggests that a bilateral agreement is the best mechanism to provide assurances around international adoption and improve standards.  

I realise that the pending Dáil summer recess is causing concern with fears being expressed that Government business will be suspended until the Dáil reconvenes in late September.  This is not the case. I have already advised all of the interested parties of my willingness to travel to Hanoi to support the successful conclusion of these discussions, if that is deemed appropriate.  That remains the position. 

The uncertainty surrounding this process has caused stress and anxiety to applicants/prospective adoptive parents.  This is something I am acutely aware of and any information that comes to hand will be shared without delay.  

Despite this development, I must emphasise that all families who have received a referral in respect of a child from Vietnam will continue to have their application processed to conclusion and will be supported in that process by the Helping Hands Mediation Agency.
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